PALAZZO VERDE
Palazzo Verde is an Education Centre meant to provide information, education and didactic programmes to students, bodies and associations and, more generally, to the city as a whole.

It hosts the LabTer Green Point and the Centro di Educazione Ambientale of the Municipality of Genoa, which is part of the Regional Environmental Education System [Sistema Regionale di Educazione Ambientale]. 

Open in 2011, since last March Palazzo Verde also hosts the workshops and laboratories realized by a series of local associations, such as: Amici della Bicicletta-Cicloriparo, Al Verde, Festival della Scienza, Legambiente, Matermagna, Sc’art, Terra!, Muvita.
All activities are stricly joint to the city and its territory and, as a whole, propose an “intelligent space” where groups, schools and families can meet their need for education and communication to face the challenges of our modern, hypertechnic society and, more generally, to develop awareness on productive processes and environmental sustainability. 

This Education Centre is promoted by Comune di Genova, Regione Liguria, Provincia di Genova, Amiu, ARMUS - Archivio Museo della Stampa, CRUIE - Centro di Ricerca per l’Urbanistica, le Infrastrutture e l’Ecologia - Università degli Studi di Genova.

The Centre offers three different didactic paths, well equipped with advanced multi-media tools – maxi/interactive touch screens, videos, etc – which explain even complex themes in an easy, intuitive and clear way.   

ENERGY: along with basic concepts, this focus deals with energy consumption related to production cycles and deals in particular with the life-cycle of wastes, from production to final disposal.

WASTES: this focus illustrates the various types of wastes, their impact on environment and provides a view on future society, recycle and reuse. 

COMMUNICATION & PRESS: this focus tells the history of communication and press, since its origins till the very latest technologies. 

The three paths are logically connected to each others by means of logical links, meant to encourage reflection and discussion on life and sense of community. As an example, Communication and Wastes are logically connected into a path dealing with ‘communication products’ and Life Cycle Assessment. 

The same building - Magazzini dell’Abbondanza - also hosts the ARMUS - Archives of Museo della Stampa- “Raccolta gutenberghiana Francesco Pirella” [Museum of Press – F. Pirella’s Gutenberg’s collection], an experimental workshop which presents all forms of typography (natural, techno-artificial and historical). 

Palazzo Verde is the core of a virtural and material network, able to synergically and systematically connect ideas and research inputs about Energy and Waste, both from a subjective and objective viewpoint. 
‘Wastes’ are the key to reading history and anthropology and encourage a debate meant to change the paradigms of manufacturing and production, of consumptions and relations; visitors are offered an up-to-date overview on programmes, initiatives and actions aiming at developing awareness on sustainability and environment conservation.

In such a frame, Genoa becomes a true reference point, both in Italy and in the EU, for the development of innovative policies on education, prevention and re-use by involving other cities and other ‘sites’ in its activities, as well as in a virtuous circulation of ideas, reflections, research projects.

